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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment filed 9/10/2010 has been entered. Claims 1 and 1 1 are 
amended. Claims 1,4, 7-11 and 14 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 , 4, 7-1 1 and 14 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claim 1 , 4, and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johansson et al. (US 2003/0076842), and further in view of Banas (US 6,396,412). 

Regarding claims 1 and 11, Johansson discloses a communication system 
comprising: 

a portable device provided with a communication function (via PDA with 
Bluetooth technology, See paragraph 6); 

a communication controller which automatically performs wireless 
communication with the portable device and controls a predetermined driver in 
accordance with whether wireless communication with the portable device is 
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established (via controller on printer with Bluetooth technology to enable communication 
with a PDA and running the printer, paragraph 6); 

a selection device which selects one of a disablement mode (via input device on 
PDA to select standby mode, See paragraph 51), which disables automatic 
communication of the portable device with respect to the communication controller, and 
a communication mode (via input device on PDA to select active mode to enable 
Bluetooth communication, paragraph 51), which enables automatic communication of 
the portable device; 

a determination unit which recognizes which one of the disablement mode and 
the communication mode the portable device is in to determine whether to enable or 
disable automatic communication with respect to the portable device in accordance with 
the recognition (via controller on printer to determine whether or not the PDA is enabled 
or disabled for wireless communication by polling for signals, paragraph 6); and 

a recognition information providing device which provides the determination unit 
with recognition information used to recognize which one of the disablement mode and 
the communication mode the portable device is in, in accordance with the selection by 
the selection device (via controller on PDA to activate the standby mode or the active 
mode, paragraphs 6 and 51); and 

an instruction device issues an instruction which instructs the portable device to 
issue a signal causing the communication controller to operate the predetermined driver 
when the portable device is in the disablement mode (via controller on PDA signaling 
standby mode, paragraph 51), 



Application/Control Number: 10/716,308 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2612 

wherein the communication controller includes the determination unit and stops 
outputting a signal when the determination unit determines that the portable device is in 
the disablement mode based on the recognition information provided from the 
recognition information providing device (via controller on printer recognizes the PDA is 
in "standby" mode and is no longer connected and stops sending signals to the PDA, 
See Paragraph 51), 

wherein the portable device includes the selection device and the recognition 
information providing device, 

wherein the portable device includes a receiving circuit which receives a signal 
from the communication controller (via Bluetooth communication circuit on PDA, 
paragraph 6), the portable device inactivating the receiving circuit when the portable 
device is in the disablement mode, 

wherein the recognition information includes one of a communication mode 
signal, which indicates the communication mode (via active mode, paragraph 51), and a 
disablement mode signal, which indicates the disablement mode (via standby mode, 
paragraph 51), and 

wherein the portable device transmits the signal to the communication controller 
by wireless communication based on the instruction from the instruction device without 
shifting from the disablement mode to the communication mode (via PDA signaling 
change from standby mode to active mode, paragraph 51), and 

wherein the portable device includes a transmitting circuit which transmits a 
signal to the communication controller (via radio transceivers on PDA to enable wireless 
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communication, paragraph 5), the portable device inactivating the transmitting circuit 
when the portable device is in the disablement mode and activating the transmitting 
circuit in response to the instruction from the instruction device in the disablement mode 
(via active mode and standby mode, paragraph 51) (See paragraphs 3-8 and 50-51). 

Johansson fails to specifically disclose the communication controller 
intermittently transmits a request signal, and the recognition information providing 
device provides the determination unit with a disablement mode signal when a 
disablement mode is selected by the selection device and the receiving circuit receives 
a request signal from the communication controller in a predetermined range that is 
capable of wireless communication. 

Banas teaches a bi-directional communication system with a communication 
controller (passive entry system 12) that automatically communicates with a portable 
device (ID device 16) intermittently by interrogating the portable devcie. The portable 
device includes a communication mode (via ID device 16 sending response back to 
entry system 12 while device 16 is within the range of entry system 12) and a 
disablement mode (via ID device 1 6 no longer within the range of entry system 1 2). If 
no response is received by the communication controller, interrogation signals are 
stopped. (See col. 2, lines 23-45) 

From the teachings of Banas, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system and method of 
Johansson to include the communication controller intermittently transmits a request 
signal, and the recognition information providing device provides the determination unit 
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with a disablement mode signal when a disablement mode is selected by the selection 
device and the receiving circuit receives a request signal from the communication 
controller in a predetermined range that is capable of wireless communication as taught 
by Banas to enable or disable automatic communication based on whether or not any 
responses have been received, thereby conserving power. 

Regarding claim 4, Johansson discloses at least one other portable device 
(laptop with Bluetooth technology, paragraph 6), and the determination unit disabling 
automatic communication with respect to each portable device when all of the portable 
devices are in the disablement (via all portable devices with Bluetooth technology are 
disabled and wireless communication is ceased, paragraph 5-6). 
2. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johansson in view of Banas as applied to claims 1 and 1 1 above, and further in view of 
Ciotta (US 6,856,804). 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Johansson and Banas did not specifically disclose 
the portable device includes a notification device which generates a notice that the 
portable device is in the disablement mode and which generates a notice that the 
portable device has shifted from the disablement mode to the communication mode. 

Ciotta teaches a portable device that generates a notice when the portable 
device is in the disablement mode (when powered off, mobile station 10 send a signal 
indicating that the particular mobile station is off) and which generates a second notice 
when the portable device has shifted from the disablement mode to the communication 
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mode (when the mobile station 10 is turned on a signal is sent to base station 20). (See 
Col. 8, lines 11-13, and lines 24-25) 

From the teachings of Ciotta, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the portable device disclosed by 
Johansson and Banas to include disclose the portable device includes a notification 
device which generates a notice that the portable device is in the disablement mode 
and which generates a notice that the portable device has shifted from the disablement 
mode to the communication mode as taught by Ciotta to let other communication 
devices know when the portable device is available for communication. 
3. Claims 8-1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Johansson in view of Banas as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Hara 
(US 2002/0025823). 

Regarding claims 8-10, Johansson and Banas discloses the structural elements 
of the claimed invention but did not specifically disclose the predetermined driver is a 
door lock driver, which locks and unlocks a door of a vehicle or house. 

Hara teaches a smart entry system, this system includes a portable device and a 
stationary device (stationary device mounted on a vehicle), when mutual communication 
between the portable device and the stationary device is automatically established 
(authentication codes are verified between the two devices by wireless communication), 
predetermined operations such as locking or unlocking of a door is automatically 
realized. (See page 1, paragraphs 3 and 5) 
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From the teachings of Hara, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Johansson and 
Banas to include a predetermined driver such as a door lock or unlock driver on a 
vehicle or a house to utilize the automatic verification between a portable device and a 
communication controller to avoid bothersome operations by a user, thereby increasing 
the convenience of a user. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YONG HANG JIANG whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3024. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 am to 6:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian A. Zimmerman can be reached on 571-272-3059. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Y.J./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



/Brian A Zimmerman/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



